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June - July ‘08 

Sedum:  
a family of 
small plants 
with fleshy 
l e a v e s , 
found on 
rock or bare 
ground. 

“….I tell you 
Peter; you are 
a rock, and 
on this rock 
foundation I 
will build my 
church…..” 

SouthEastD UrhamMethodist 
NEWSLETTER 
for Bowburn, Shincliffe and  

Elvet Methodists 

 



2 

A letter from our Minister 

 
 
 

Dear Friends,  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Today I was at the Darlington District Synod.  As part of our business we 
discussed a report which focuses on shaping the vision of this District of 
the Methodist Church for our future work; and the vision is a mission-
focused one.  The priorities of our District are seen in putting energy, re-
sources, support and encouragement into mission orientated work, based 
in circuits and local churches.  The sort of work which is concerned with 
developing fresh expressions of Church, standing alongside the weak and 
disadvantaged, work with young people and those at present outside the 
church, enabling people to participate in evangelism and making disci-
ples, and looking for priorities of mission which are appropriate to 
churches specific contexts.   
 

To discuss this report we split into groups, writing up our comments to be 
fed back into the consultation process.  In the group I was in, this focus 
was seen both as an opportunity and as a threat.  The opportunity, that 
there would be support both in terms of finance and personnel for those 
churches and circuits with vision and mission-shaped priorities of their 
own; the threat that churches and circuits without vision would be left to  
die.  The reality was seen as being as stark as that.  I must emphasise that 
these were comments from the group and not from the report.  However, 
perhaps there is truth in this perceived harsh reality.  The well known 
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proverb seems to be saying the same; ‘Where there is no vision, the 
people perish’.  (Proverbs 29:18) 
 

We cannot afford to be churches and circuits without vision.  In the 
twenty-first century we all need a vision for mission.  So then, what 
is your vision for Elvet and Bowburn?  What would you like to see 
Elvet and Bowburn doing and being in this generation?  What fresh 
expressions of church might be possible here?  How might we stand 
alongside the weak and disadvantaged?  What work might we de-
velop with our young people and with those outside the church, per-
haps the couples who come to us for marriage?  How might we be 
able to make disciples?  And how might we discover the appropriate 
mission for our specific context? 
 

I encourage you to ask yourself these questions, and share your 
thoughts with others, that between us we might discern God’s vision 
and be encouraged to engage in Christ’s mission, that God’s king-
dom may come and God’s will be done, on earth, in our time and in 
our place, as it is in heaven. 
 

God bless you. 
 

Julie 
=========================================== 

 
 

WORSHIP - Like a warm bath 
 
 

"It was like a warm bath." The Taizé style of worship includes 
chanting, contemplation, Scripture, prayer, silence and quiet reflec-
tion - allowing people to 'sense the presence' of God. Worshippers 
often leave with an overwhelming sense of peace after being 
'marinated' in the love of God! 
 

The Holy Spirit leads each time the service is prepared and the sing-
ing is at the core of the worship.  
 
God's blessings come to us in many different ways. 
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Bowburn 
 

  4th 10.45 a.m. Holy Communion - Rev Julie Lunn 
 

 11th  10.45 a.m. Deacon Anne Ellenor  
 

 18th 10.45 a.m.  Rev Julie Lunn    

  25th 10.45 a.m.  All Age Worship - Mrs Anne Offler 

 
 

 
Elvet 

 

  1st 10.45 a.m. Holy Communion - Rev Walter Attwood 
    6.00 p.m. Rev Julie Attwood with Rev Kate Bruce  
    (St Oswald's) 
 

  8th   8.30 a.m. Holy Communion - Rev Heather Taylor 
  10.45 a.m. Mr John Scott 
     6.00 p.m. Rev Roger Walton   

 15th 10.45 a.m. Junior Church Anniversary 
    Rev Julie Lunn 
    6.00 p.m. Holy Communion - Rev Julie Lunn 
 

 22nd 10.45 a.m. Mr Bill Offler 
    6.00 p.m. Rev Keith Mankin 
 

 29th 10.45 a.m. Rev Neil Dixon 
    6.00 p.m. Rev Neil Dixon 
 

Bowburn 
  
 1st 10.45 a.m. Holy Communion - Rev Julie Lunn 
 

 8th 10.45 a.m. Mr M. Stennett (WSC) 
 

 15th 10.45 a.m. Mr Bill Offler 
 

 22nd 10.45 a.m.  Dr Jocelyn Bryan 
 

 29th  10.45 a.m. Readers' Service 
 
For details of Worship at both Bowburn and Elvet during the 
month of July, please see the Circuit Plan.    

 

WORSHIP IN JUNE 
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ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA 

Give thanks to the risen Lord, 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to His name. 

 

A recent communion service at Elvet offered us the chance to sing in  
between the traditional spoken words.  The hymn chosen was No. 250 in 
Hymns and Psalms.  Here it is again as we used it in the service. 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, 
Give thanks to the risen Lord, 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to His name.  
 

Spread the good news o'er all the earth, 
Jesus has died and has risen. 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, 
Give thanks to the risen Lord, 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to His name.  
 
 

Jesus is Lord of all the earth, 
He is the King of creation. 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, 
Give thanks to the risen Lord, 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to His name.  
 

We have been crucified with Christ, 
Now we shall live forever. 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, 
Give thanks to the risen Lord, 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to His name.  
 

God has proclaimed the just reward, 
New life for all, alleluia! 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, 
Give thanks to the risen Lord, 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to His name.  
 

Come  let us praise the living God, 
Joyfully sing to our Saviour. 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, 
Give thanks to the risen Lord, 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to His name.  
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      EDITORIAL 

 
 
Dear Friends,  

 

Washing out yogurt pots doesn't enhance my life --- or does it? 
 

Some time ago, in an unthinking editorial I questioned the validity 
of the song "I don't care if it rains or freezes, I am safe in the arms 
of Jesus", trying to make myself out as environmentally friendly.   
 
That was before the council supplied me with a hideous green bag 
for recycling paper and plastic.  Washing out plastic pots is time-
consuming and fiddly - I'd really rather not do it.  Squashing card-
board flat is boring and hard for someone with my arthritic thumbs 
- yet I now feel that I must.  Of course, I don't always do the right 
thing.  Sometimes I guiltily sneak a piece of paper into the ordinary 
rubbish.  Perhaps I'll become less selfish with practice.  Perhaps I'll 
learn to make my life, and that of others, better. 
 
I hope you find this edition of SEDUM interesting.  Please  
continue to send me your articles, news and entertainment pieces. 
The minister's letter sets up quite a challenge to the anonymous 
contribution on page  22.  What do you think?  Let me know.   
Every contribution is valid - and the more people contribute, the 
more the magazine reflects the views of all the people in both 
churches. 
 
Thank you, all, for both reading and writing for SEDUM. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Jackie 
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MOMENTUM 

THE ONE-STOP SHOP FOR GOOD METHODIST NEWS 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Evangelistic bikers, a high-flying granny and a quest to understand youth vio-
lence all feature in the latest online edition of Momentum, Methodism's 
magazine of good news and partnership. 
 

A wide range of Methodist organisations and charities work together with the 
Connexional Team to create Momentum. The results offer a clear and excit-
ing demonstration of the diversity of Methodist activity across Britain and 
throughout the world.  
 

Originally produced in newspaper format, Momentum is now available online 
at www.methodist.org.uk/momentum with a wealth of articles, reviews, inter-
views and resources all available for copying to your own newsletters, web-
sites, and local publications. 
 

For example, in the Spring 2008 edition, a chapel threatened with closure is 
transformed into a 'wacky warehouse' with gospel goals, and Devon cream 
teas offer the chance of spreading Christian hope. There are stories about 
catching vandals and work with the vulnerable disabled - and Christians in  
Ecuador show how a single church can transform a village. 
 

You will find news of MHA and NCH - Methodism's charities for the care of 
older and younger people - and the latest initiatives from the Methodist Relief 
and Development Fund, and Methodist Insurance. 
 

It's all here in one place - a one-stop shop of Methodist stories for you to read, 
copy, share and respond to. Send us your local stories and ideas - help us 
spread good news from one end of the UK to the other, and across the world. 
 
http://www.methodist.org.uk/momentum 
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 NCH FAMILY DAY 
 

AT 
 

BEAMISH MUSEUM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
on Sunday 13th July, 2008 between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

 
Beamish is unique!  It is a living and working experience of life as it 
was in North East England in the early 1800s and 1900s - an ex-
traordinary day out!  Visit the many attractions and join NCH on the 
events field for a short open air service at 3 p.m. 
 
Tickets priced £11.0 for adults and £7.00 for children (5 - 16 years) 
 
available from NCH Fundraising Office, CPNE, 3 River Court, 
Brighouse Road, Riverside Park, Middlesbrough, TS2 1RT. 
 
Please send your order with a cheque, payable to NCH, for amounts 
required. 
 
For more details email Linda.mcdonald@nch.org.uk or call 01325 
308180 
 
Alternatively, ask Janelle Dundee (Elvet NCH Secretary) 0191 377 
3228. 
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  Elvet’s Financial Stewardship Appeal 
 

The Treasurer was able to make an interim verbal report to Elvet’s Annual 
Church Meeting in March, summarising progress with the financial stew-
ardship appeal launched earlier in the year. A number of further replies 
have been received since that date, allowing us now to present a more 
complete picture of the outcome. 
 

The letter accompanying the appeal explained the need for a substantial  
increase in congregational giving in order to address a growing deficit in 
our financial position. Having been fairly static through much of the earlier 
part of the decade, income from our members had started to fall in the last 
3 years alongside the slow decline in membership numbers. Our costs, 
however, including both the circuit assessment and our local church ex-
penses, were continuing to climb. These diverging trends had given rise to 
a projected deficit for 2007-2008 of around £7 000, with the shortfall fore-
cast to widen at an increasing rate in subsequent years. If action was not 
taken to address the situation, the exhaustion of our reserves and even-
tual insolvency was becoming a foreseeable threat.  
 

At the time the appeal was launched, 144 members of the congregation 
were known to be giving regularly to Elvet by weekly envelope, monthly 
standing order or other means. The total counts couples who are both 
members as two persons, even though they may be giving via a single, 
joint donation. Of these, 91 have now responded by returning the pledge 
form and/or making an increase in their giving. Thus, in one way or an-
other, 63% of known givers have responded to the appeal. Some mem-
bers who previously had preferred to remain anonymous have now joined 
one of the above schemes, so we now have 152 people known to be con-
tributing, of which 56 give by weekly envelopes, 83 by monthly standing 
order and 13 by other means. 
 

In the 2007-2008 tax year just ended, our income from known givers was 
a little over £47 000. We were able to claim gift aid tax on 92% of this, 
adding a further £12 000, and thus a total over £59 000. Looking at the 
new tax year, 2008-2009, and using the pledged or existing gift values, we 
can expect our income from giving to be about £57 000, with 96% of this 
being gift-aided. The addition of the gift aid tax should bring the total to 
over £72 000. This looks like an overall increase in the region of £13 000, 
but it is necessary to adjust this figure for a likely decrease of perhaps  
£1 500 in money placed on the plate by members who have now joined 
one of the tax-efficient schemes. As a result, the year-on-year increase 
from 2007-2008 to 2008-2009 is expected to be in the region of £11 500. 
 

Cont on page 11 
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BAPTISMS 
 

       

   2nd  March  Harry Lee Peadon (Bowburn) 
 
 

Welcome. 
 

WEDDINGS  
 
 
 

We congratulate and share the celebration of those married in our 
church at Elvet. 

 
 

 3rd May   Andrew WEIR and Hilary WORKMAN  

 
 

Congratulations. 
 

FUNERALS 
 

In Memoriam 
 

Our loving sympathy is extended to the family and friends of 
 

Mr Newberry 
 

whose funeral was held at Bowburn on April 2nd 
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News from the Pews 
Eric and Gwynneth Watchman have moved to:  
6, Northamptonshire Drive, Belmont, Durham DH1 2DF.   
Their telephone number remains the same: 384 2296. 
 

The Cradle Roll Team 
The Cradle Roll Team consists of the Cradle Roll Co-ordinator, 
Penny Bissell, the Minister and three others, Janelle Dundee, Val 
Harder and Sue Harrison.  They work together to prepare families 
for the Baptism of their children. 
 

Once the family has contacted us, their Cradle Roll Rep is  
appointed to take them through the rehearsal, as well as the  
Service proper.  The reps always make the day of Baptism special 
for each family.  For example, the talented Sue Harrison completes 
all the Baptism certificates in calligraphic script and members of 
each child's immediate family receive their personalised baptismal  
service leaflet. 
 

Pastoral visits and birthday cards for the child follow.  When the 
child reaches the age of three, an invitation to join the Junior 
Church is included with the birthday card.   
 

Penny Bissell says: "It's great when families respond to us warmly". 
 

The Cradle Roll Team does an excellent job, working hard to keep 
families and the Church in contact with each other.   
 
=================================================== 
 
Elvet Financial Stewardship Review 
(continued from page 9) 
With this increase in pledged congregational income the outlook for our 
financial situation is substantially improved. Provided we receive no sur-
prises in other areas – and in making projections that is always an impor-
tant proviso – we can reasonably expect that Elvet will be able to preserve 
a balance to its overall income and expenditure across the period of the 
next 3 financial years. This is a welcome and encouraging outcome, and 
we can take considerable heart from the continuing support this offers to 
the life and witness of both this church and our circuit. 
 
Chris Webb/Steve Bryan 
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1 Corinthians 1 : 18-25 
 

The text of this Bible reading is copyright 1989 National Council of Churches, USA 
 

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.  For it is written, 'I 
will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning 
I will thwart.' 
 

Where is the one who is wise?  Where is the scribe?  Where is the debater 
of the age? 
 

Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?  For since, in the  
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God  
decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who 
believe. … we proclaim Christ crucified … Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. 
 

For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness 
is stronger than human strength. 
 
======================================================== 
 

News from The Buzz 
Methodism's online news source 

 
EVANGELISM - Outward signs... 
From New Longton Methodist Church, South Ribble Circuit 
 

Inspired by an idea from our Texan minister, Revd Bob Monk, we erected 
three life-sized crosses outside our church one Easter and, on Easter Day, 
decorated the centre cross with flowers, a popular American tradition. The 
final effect was quite impressive and after receiving much encouragement 
from the local community, the display has been repeated each year since. 
 

This inspired us to consider other ideas, so for Christmas, we set up life-
sized plywood nativity figures, painted black with minimum detail,  
standing on a 10-foot-wide white background. The scene was floodlit at 
night with the story beginning at Advent and changing all the way through 
to Epiphany. A board described each scene for passers-by. One of the 
many positive comments we received was, 'I wish we could have this at 
our church!' 
 

E-mail contact: Ken Berry - mailto:landroverken@tiscali.co.uk  
Phone contact: 01772 611389 
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NAME THAT CAMPAIGN - YOUR OPINION IS NEEDED 
 

The Church is for everyone - whatever age, race, size, shape, colour,  
ability, state of health, gender, sexual orientation, personality - you  
name it. Everyone is different but equal, as far as God is concerned.  
 

The Methodist Church aims to ensure that every single person is able to 
worship in its churches, that all are taken seriously in their Christian 
growth, that all are equipped to serve and that how the Christian message 
is shared makes sense to everyone. The Equalities and Diversity group  
of the Church has been working on a campaign to support churches in 
celebrating diversity and working towards equality.  
 

There will be introductory material, posters, postcards, housegroup and 
worship material, personal reflections and resources for children and 
young people. Most of this will be free of charge and downloadable from 
the Methodist Church website. All that's lacking is an appropriate title for 
this campaign. What, for you, epitomises diversity and equality in the 
Church? 
 

Vote in our poll now at http://www.methodist.org.uk/static/html_emails/e-
news_april_2008.htm#poll  
 
===================================================== 
 
LISTEN TO THE LATEST METHODIST PODCAST 
 

In the latest Methodist podcast Anna Drew speaks to Amanda  
Norman from MRDF and the Revd Dr Martyn Atkins, President of 
the Methodist Conference, about their recent visit to Uganda. Martin 
describes Uganda as varied, vast, wonderful but needy and talks 
about visits to MRDF funded projects - from wells to bees and from 
latrines to milk and doughnuts.  
 

In the second interview Anna explains that around one in four 
adults in Britain suffer mental health problems at some stage in 
their lives and talks with Revd Will Van der Hart and Dr Rob Waller, 
Directors of mental health network website, Mind and Soul, about 
Christian responses to mental health issues.  
 
http://www.methodist.org.uk/webradio 
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Daffodil Sunday    

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                        
A 'Daffodil Sunday' service  remembers members and friends who 
are  ill and unable to attend weekly services. It celebrates their lives 
and  recollects with joy all they have done. Each person is remem-
bered by name, and then to remind them that far from being forgot-
ten, they continue to be known to us and to God, a bunch of daffo-
dils from the service with a ribbon and their name attached is taken 
from the service. 
 

After a recent Daffodil Service in Devon, a lady who had been given 
some daffodils died later that same day. Her son expressed how 
grateful he was that his mother was being prayed for right to the end 
of her life.  
 

Many who receive daffodils have said they were amazed that they 
were still being remembered - by name and with joy. 
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THE DURHAM OPEN SUMMER SCHOOL 
7 - 11 JULY, 2008 

at USHAW COLLEGE 
 
 
 
 

'Living Discipleship' 
   

- living as a follower of JESUS today 
           
    

A unique opportunity  
for Christians to participate in a week 

of worship, teaching and training 
 

with … 
 

Graham Carter, Roger Walton, David Wilkinson 
and many more 

 
Bible Studies with Professor John Barclay 

 
Dozens of workshops, seminars  

and worship events 
 

Music with Paul Field and Jacqui Jones 
 

Further Information from the Wesley Study Centre 
 

Be proud to be DOSSing this summer! 
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Elvet 
Communion Collections 

Many thanks to all for such generous giving.  Please consult the weekly  
notices for week-by-week information about each month’s charity.  During 
the past year we have donated to the following charities. 
 
2007 April SNUG (Special Needs Unity Group) 
 May Christian Aid 
 June Community Responders and East Durham First 
 July British Heart Foundation 
 Aug. Church Benevolent Fund 
 Sept. Leukaemia 
 Oct. Cedar Wood Trust 
 Nov.  British Legion 
 Dec. Sunbeam Trust 
2008 Jan. Cancer Research 
 Feb. Circuit Benevolent Fund 
 Mar. Victims Support 
 April Corrymeela 
———————————————————————————– 
 

Now that's aznimag! 
 

Aoccdrnig to rscheearch at an Elingsh uinervtisy, it deson't mttaer in 
what oredr the ltteers in a word are, the olny iprmoatnt tihng is that 
the frist and lsat ltteers are in the rghit pclae.  The rset can be a toatl 
mses and you can still raed it wouthit a porbelm.  This is bcuseae we 
do not raed ervey lteter by istlef but the word as a wlohe. 
 
The hdesart tnihg is tpiyng it! 
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CRADLE ROLL BIRTHDAYS 
 
 
 

 
June  5th Hannah Elizabeth Scott (Bowburn) 
  14th Rhiannon Holding (Elvet) 
 

July    6th Hayden Dean Stafford (Bowburn) 
  20th Sophie Parnaby ( Elvet) 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JUNIOR CHURCH,BIRTHDAY 

 
June 12th Amy Louisa Waites (Bowburn) 
  13th Sam Bankhurst (Bowburn) 
  16th Liam Jay Rumney (Bowburn)   
  21st Daniel Lapham (Elvet) 
  22nd Cerys Holding (Elvet) 
  25th James Davidson (Elvet) 
 
July   2nd Ryan Arce (Elvet) 
   4th Joshua Bissell (Elvet) 
   7th Coral Mae Metcalfe (Bowburn) 
  18th Emily Elizabeth Frewin-Wood (Bowburn) 
  20th  Harry William Lee (Bowburn) 
  28th Lewis Napper (Bowburn) 
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'BREAKOUT - BEYOND' 11-13 JULY 2008  

THE BIG EVENT FOR YOUNG PEOPLE AND LEADERS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Breakout takes place every two years and is rooted in the Methodist  
Association of Youth Clubs 'London Weekend' events but in recent years has 
taken place outside London. In 2008 'Breakout - beyond' will be held at Cliff 
College in the heart of Derbyshire. 
 
Breakout offers a huge range of exciting sports, drama, dance, comedy and 
activities such as presenting your own radio show, together with workshops 
exploring faith. All this topped off with energetic, heart-thumping worship, 
the weekend promises to be a fantastic opportunity for young people and  
leaders to go 'beyond' with God - in faith.  
 
For full information please visit the 'Breakout - beyond' website: 
 
http://www.breakout2008.info/ 
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Oscar’s Afternoon Out 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Date is set: Sunday 29th June 
Provisional Time: 2.00 – 5. 30pm 

Venue: Meet at church for a short drive to 
‘somewhere’ very nice and back in time 

for tea at Elvet. 
 

What do we need? 
 

1. Volunteer drivers to take two passengers 
2.   Co-drivers to assist and ‘entertain’ 

3 Passengers who would like to partake 
4 Helpers to prepare & serve the tea….. 

to make the best of the day possible because 
of, or in spite of, the weather. 

 
Please contact Dorothy Slater if you wish to be 

involved in any way. 3862481 
Thank you. 

Pastoral Visitors and Church Congregation. Please 
help to advertise the above. 
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JOIN  
CHURCHES TOGETHER 
IN ELVET & SHINCLIFFE 
 

IN OUR ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE 
TO HOLY ISLAND 
         

 

 
“Lord, tell me to come to you across the water” (Matt 14) 

 

Sat 7th June - Meet at Dunelm House at 9:00am 
 

Cross the Causeway by Foot or by Coach 
 

Short Service in St Mary’s Church 
 

Returning via Seahouses in the early evening 
 

 ADULTS: £9.00  
CHILDREN: £6.00 

Booking forms are now available 
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From Sheffield South Circuit 
 

Inspired by a minister's experiences in Guatemala last year, a 
church in the Sheffield South Circuit organised a walk around the 
11 churches of the circuit.  Outside each church was an 'alfombra' 
- a picture made of flowers, sand, seeds or chalk - which congre-
gation members had made that morning. A short act of worship 
took place when the walkers arrived at each church.  
 

Three people and a dog walked the full route (which took 11 
hours) and others joined in for smaller sections. Some used the 
occasion for outreach by giving out hot cross buns and details of 
what Good Friday is all about, one church invited children to 
help create an Easter garden and others opened their sanctuaries 
for prayer and meditation.  
 

It seems to me that this is like our very own well-dressing in  
Derbyshire.  Have readers been to see this?  Can I recommend it 
to those who are unfamiliar with the tradition? (Ed.) 
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From "A Comparative Newcomer" 
The author of this article has asked to remain anonymous. 

 

I've been to Elvet Methodist a few times now, and thought you 
might perhaps be interested in the opinion of an outsider, a 
comparative newcomer. 
 

Some churches strike you almost immediately as touchy-feely 
places, full of hugs and kisses.  Elvet is not one of those. In fact, 
sometimes it seems emotionally slightly cold, a bit formal in an 
almost buttoned-down sort of way.  I guess that's inevitable in 
such a huge, high building (a daunting place to preach in, 
surely?) and actually that's fine by me, since I'm not a happy-
clappy sort of person. 
 

What Elvet does well is organization.  I doubt if Durham  
Cathedral, even, can say a year in advance who will be doing 
the flowers at any given service.  I've never been in a church 
like it and I'm honestly, genuinely impressed.  Is there a  
printing press in one of those rooms at the back? - a newsletter, 
yearbook, monthly information sheet, songbook and, every 
Sunday, a printed order of service.  Remarkable. 
 

An impressive range of activities too, it seems, though I've no 
idea how well supported they are: choir, Sunday school,  
Methsoc, charity work, weekday activities and, occasionally, 
early communion services and evening Taizé-style worship. 
 

Now for the key question though, the one I always ask myself: 
would anyone really notice, if Elvet Methodist church just  
disappeared?  What difference would that make?  Not a lot of 
point to a church, I'd have thought, if it  just exists for the  
comfort and reassurance of regular users. 
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THE WEEK IN BOWBURN AND SHINCLIFFE  

 
Sundays  10.45 am Morning Worship (Bowburn) 
Tuesdays   5.30 pm * Kid’s Club (Bowburn) 
Wednesdays  2.00 pm Women’s Fellowship (Bowburn) 
     (1st and 2nd in month only) 
   2 - 3 pm Prayer & Fellowship Meeting  
     (Bowburn), last Weds of month. 
Thursdays  9.00 am * “Drop-in” (Bowburn) 
     * term-time only 
 

THE WEEK AT ELVET 
 
 

Sun   8.30 a.m. Second Sunday, Holy Communion  
 10.45 a.m. Morning Service & Junior Church, including Crèche 
   6.00 p.m. Evening Worship   
   7.30 p.m. MethSoc (term-time) 
 

Mon   2.00 p.m. Prayer Meeting (2nd & 4th Mon) 
   6.00 p.m. Cubs (Open Group)  [Boys and Girls 8-10½] 
   7.30 p.m. Guides (Open Group)  [Girls 10-16]meets at St Giles’ 
   7.30 p.m. Explorers (Open Group)  [Mixed 14½ - 18] 
   7.45 p.m. Newton Hall Housegroup (alternate wks) 
 

Tue 10.15 a.m. Halliday Grove Housegroup (alternate weeks) 
   5.30 p.m. Beavers (Open Group)  [Boys and Girls 6-8] 
   7.10 p.m. Scouts (Open Group) [Boys and Girls10½ - 14½]  
 

Wed   2.00 p.m. Women's Fellowship (1st & 3rd wks) 
 

Thurs 10.00 a.m. Arts & Crafts Workshop 
   7.45 p.m. Thursday Club for All (alternate wks) 
   7.45 p.m. Shincliffe Housegroup (alternate wks) 
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ELVET and BOWBURN METHODIST  CHURCHES 
Ministers: 

 Rev Neil Dixon BA, MPhil 
 
.   

Tel: 384 8755 
and 

Rev Julie Lunn,  BEd, MA 
 
 

Tel: 377 8089 
   
         

DON’T FORGET 
Copy for the August-September Newsletter  

should reach Jackie Fielding by  
June 29th 

via the pocket in the rear entrance hall at Elvet, 
by phone on Durham 384 7305  

or by e-mail at fielding@durhamcity.org.uk 
 

Alternatively, those at Shincliffe can contact 
Jim Harper on Durham 386 4360. 

Those at Bowburn can contact 
Liz Atkinson on Durham 377 0687. 

 


