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A letter from our Minister 
 

Dear Friends,  
 

A Quiet Life ? 
 

Retreat from the busyness of the world is necessary from time to 
time, and I hope that those who have been able to have some  
holiday during these summer months have had chance for a bit of 
peace and quiet as well. Jesus too spent time away from the crowds, 
but those who become followers of Christ should not expect a quiet 
life. I know people who go mountain biking to relax and others who 
want to simply lie on a beach. Relaxation is as much a part of life as 
work, but sometimes the distinction between work and play is not 
clear for work can be enjoyable and holidays can be hard work! 
 

A healthy body and mind is a common image on TV, but the search 
for inner peace can result in self obsession, and simply creating a 
"religious" or "spiritual" atmosphere is not the same as being at one 
with God: this involves work on a physical, emotional and spiritual 
level. 
 

The truth is that we are made in God's image, and we can know God 
wherever we are. Some people seem to have peace within them 
even when there is panic all around and we need to rediscover that 
peace constantly. Jesus said to his disciples:  
 

"Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do 
not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your 
hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid."    
(John 14:27) 

 

True peace is not lack of noise; it is living in the knowledge that 
God's love is greater than the chaos. As Christians we are promised 
a full life not a quiet one !  
 
May you find peace and joy in the most surprising places. 

 
 

Shaun 
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 I believe in God,  
 in whom we are secure. 
  God calls us to direct our lives  
 towards using all our power, 
  Social, Economic and Political, 
  Our intellect, money, sex and art,  
 in the service of the one human family. 
 

  I believe in Jesus Christ. 
  He is given to us as the way to our fulfilment. 
  He accepted God's will,  
 and continued to be concerned 
  even for those who disappointed him. 
  The crucifixion did not constrain or end his work, 
  but extended that work and made it eternal. 
  

 He became mediator between us and the unfathomable God,  
 and as we follow Him our damaged lives are made whole.    
 

 His spirit shapes the community of believers. 
  That spirit frees us from shyness  
 to take responsibility for others. 
  

 We discover that our enemies are sisters and brothers, 
  with whom we can co-operate. 
 Despite obstacles and our own faults we do not become  
 resigned,  
 but grow in courage, patience and knowledge. 
 

  Those who are willing to be disturbed are used  
 and those who repent find life. 

  
 

(Anything But a Quiet Life - Theodor Jaekel) 
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WORSHIP IN JULY 

 

Bowburn 
 

  3rd 10.30 a.m. Dr Jocelyn Bryan 

 

 10th Action for Children 

 10.30 a.m. Mr John Farish 

 

 17th 10.30 a.m. Mr Bill Offler 

 

 24th  10.30 a.m. Mrs Mary Tribe 
 

 31st  10.30 a.m. Holy Communion - Rev Shaun Swithenbank  

Elvet 
 

  3rd 10.45 a.m. Holy Communion - Rev Shaun Swithenbank 
 

   6.00 p.m. Mrs Margaret Wadge 

 
 

 10th  Action for Children 

   8.30 a.m. Holy Communion - Rev Paul Golightly 
 

 10.45 a.m. Mrs Frances Proud 
 

   6.00 p.m. Miss Alison Stacey-Chapman 

 

 17th 10.45 a.m. Mrs Norma Nevin 
 

   6.00 p.m. Holy Communion - Rev Julie Lunn 

 
 

 24th 10.45 a.m. Rev Shaun Swithenbank 
 

   6.00 p.m. Rev Keith Mankin 

 

 31st  10.45 a.m. Mr Eric Watchman 
 

    6.00 p.m. Mrs Ramona Samuel 
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WORSHIP IN August 
 

Bowburn 
 

    

   7th  10.30 a.m. Rev Paul Golightly 

 

 14th 10.30 a.m.  Mr A. Aspinall 

   

 21st 10.30 a.m.  Miss Alison Stacey-Chapman 

 

 28th 10.30 a.m.  Holy Communion - Rev Shaun Swithenbank 

 

 

 

Elvet 
 
   

   7th 10.45 a.m.Holy Communion - Rev Shaun Swithenbank 
   

     6.00 p.m. Mr Raymond leach 

 
  

 14th   8.30 a.m. Holy Communion - Rev Shaun Swithenbank 
 

  10.45 a.m. Rev Julie Lunn 
   

    6.00 p.m. Mr S Harvey 

 
 

 21st 10.45 a.m. Mr Brian Thornton 
   

    6.00 p.m. Holy Communion - Rev Shaun Swithenbank 

 
 

 28th 10.45 a.m. Mrs Mary Tribe 
 

    6.00 p.m. Rev Alison Wilkinson 
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WORSHIP IN SEPTEMBER 
 

 

Bowburn 
 

  4th 10.30 a.m. Readers‟ Service 
     
 11th  10.30 a.m. Mr John Scott 
 

 18th 10.30 a.m.  Holy Communion - Rev Shaun Swithenbank 
   

 25th 10.30 a.m.  Mrs Anne Offler 
 

 

 

 

Elvet 
 

      
   4th  10.45 a.m. Holy Communion - Rev Shaun Swithenbank 
   

      6.00 p.m.   Circuit Service - At North Road 
  

 11th   8.30 a.m. Holy Communion - Rev Shaun Swithenbank 
 

  10.45 a.m. Readers‟ Service 
   

    6.00 p.m. Rev Calvin Samuel 
 

 18th 10.45 a.m. Mr John Scott 
   

    6.00 p.m. Holy Communion - Rev Shaun Swithenbank 
 

 25th 10.45 a.m. Rev Shaun Swithenbank 
  

   6.00 p.m.  Rev Julie Lunn 
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EDITORIAL 

 
 
 
Dear Friends,  

 

“Une voiture peut en cacher une autre.” 

“One car can hide another.” 

 

As I waited at the T-junction, I saw a car suddenly appear, having 

been completely concealed from my view by another one.  Thank 

goodness I hadn‟t risked a quick right turn.  As always on these 

occasions, the sentence “Une voiture peut en cacher une autre” 

went through my head.  As a student living in France many years 

ago, I used to see that danger sign at regular intervals along French 

motorways.  Because the concept was new to me, I took it on 

board in French rather than my native language - and so it has  

remained. 

 

Sometimes we need to “change languages”.  We may need to find 

a new “language” to speak of truths to those outside our  

fellowship; we may need to listen to a truth which is being  

presented to us in an unfamiliar language. 

 

Meanwhile, what is your reaction to the accusations of Hazlitt on 

page 8?  Is he hopelessly out of date - or could he have something 

to say to 21st century Christians?  Please contact me with your  

responses. 

 

With my Love and Prayers, 

 

Jackie 
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WELL! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who knows why I was leafing through my Penguin “Selected  

Writings” of William Hazlitt?  Somehow or other, through the day 

job, Hazlitt had come to the fore and I was aware that he had written 

(in 1817) about Methodists. 
 

I was astonished by how hostile he was to us - or, at least, to our  

antecedents.  But perhaps his hostility can help us see how those 

outside the church can judge and misjudge us.  I quote: 
 

„Methodism, by its leading doctrines, has a peculiar charm for all 

those, who have an equal facility in sinning and repenting, - in 

whom the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak, - who have neither 

fortitude to withstand temptation, nor to silence the admonitions of 

conscience, - who like the theory of religion better than the practice, 

and who are willing to indulge in all the raptures of speculative  

devotion, without being tied to the dull, literal performance of its 

duties.‟ 
 

I rather think that modern Methodists are somewhat better at the 

„practice‟ of their religion - and perhaps a little thin on the theory!  

Am I wrong?   
 

Hazlitt goes on to tell us that „every sect of Christianity is a  

perversion of its essence, to accommodate it to the prejudices of the 

world‟.  We are trapped in our times, and can only practise our  

religion according to our 21st century lights.  Let us hope that our 

practice brings enlightenment to the many. 
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A prayer by Alcuin of York: 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eternal Light, shine into our hearts, 
Eternal Goodness, deliver us from evil, 
Eternal Power be our support, 
Eternal Wisdom scatter the darkness of our ignorance,  
Eternal Pity have mercy upon us; 
that with all our heart and mind and soul and strength we may 
seek thy face and be brought by thine infinite mercy to thy  
holy presence. Amen. 
 

When I was a student at the University of York, my college 
was Alcuin.  I suppose that’s why I noticed this “Prayer for 
the Day” on Radio 4.  It was delivered by the Bishop of  
London, who went on, within a few days, to preach at the 
wedding of the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge (Will and 
Kate for those of you who have not been keeping up). 
 

It would seem that Alcuin is interested in the eternal, in that 
which lasts forever - that can only be God - Light, Goodness, 
Power, Wisdom and Pity.  
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BAPTISMS 
We have welcomed into the family of the Church (at Elvet) 

 

  10 April     Finlay CORNFIELD 

    1 May  Leighton CONLEY 
    5 June  Zara JOHNSON 
  26 June     Abigail COVENTRY 
 

CONFIRMATION AND RECEPTION INTO 

MEMBERSHIP (at Elvet) 
 

    1 May  Sue MEIN 
 

WEDDINGS 

Every good wish to these happy couples married  

at our church in Elvet! 
 

  1 April  Alex  MARSHALL and Lianne SMEDLEY 
  7 May Andrew REES and Gillian COOPER 

25 June  Stephen BANKS and Chloe WILLIAMS 
 

Congratulations 
 

FUNERALS 
  

30 March  George DAVIDSON (Elvet)  

28 April    Joseph WILSON (Bowburn) 

  4 May  Mary Christine GREY (Elvet) 
23 May  John RAMSDEN (Elvet) 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
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A Verse from the Psalms 

Psalm 46, verse 10 

 
 

  ‘Be still and know that I am God! 
   I am exalted among the nations; 
   I am exalted in the earth.’ 
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Methodist Heritage online 

 
 

 
The new Methodist Heritage website www.methodistheritage.org.uk 

is now live, including an online version of the Methodist Heritage  

Handbook. Complete with photo slideshows, interactive maps and 

the potential for adding events to the calendar, it provides a vibrant 

new platform for promoting visits to the heritage sites of the  

Methodist Church. There are also sections relating to conserving 

and accessing Methodist archives as well as researching the 

Church's history.  

 

As the Methodist Heritage Officer, Jo Hibbard works to develop and 

promote the Methodist Church's heritage sites across Britain. This 

involves plenty of travel and Jo is blogging her experiences – her 

encounters with the dedicated volunteers who staff these special 

places and her discoveries of the Connexion's 'hidden treasures'.  

 

Why not visit the site or access Jo’s blog?  Remember that we have 

a Methodist Heritage site in Weardale, High House Chapel at Ire-

shopeburn. www.weardalemuseum.co.uk. 
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From the Eco Group 

 

 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 

Conservationists in the US say the world is losing plant species at a rate 

which threatens its ability either to grow enough food or to exploit other 
plant-based products on which hundreds of millions of people depend. 

A report by the Worldwatch Institute, based in Washington DC, says the 
genetic diversity of the plants humanity relies on is being eroded at a  

dangerous rate. 

 
The report "Nature's Cornucopia: Our Stake in Plant Diversity" says  

widespread loss of species and varieties is attacking the foundations of 
agricultural productivity. 

 
Dr John Tuxill, who wrote the report, said: "The genetic diversity of  

cultivated plants is essential to breeding more productive and disease-

resistant crop varieties. But with changes in agriculture, that diversity is 
slipping away.  Biotechnology is no solution. We are increasingly skilful at 

moving genes around, but only nature can create them.  If a plant bearing 
a unique genetic trait disappears, there is no way to get it back." 

 

Apart from food, there are other serious implications.  The report says a 
quarter of all medicines prescribed in the USA are based on chemical  

compounds originally found in plants.  Globally about 3.5 billion people 
rely on plant-based medicine for primary health care, and in one form or  

another plants supply most of their material needs.  According to the  

International Union for the Conservation of Nature, one plant species in 
eight is now at risk of extinction.  The main threats they face are habitat 

loss, pressure from competing non-native species, and over-harvesting. 
 

Dr Tuxill says the world needs to do more to safeguard plant and seed 
diversity - and sometimes this will mean policy changes.  
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SINGING TOGETHER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was marking some exam practice essays.  It‟s the sort of work 

where you need to keep rewarding yourself with tea and biscuits 

because 26 essays all on the same subject can be a little tedious to 

read.  I heard my next-door neighbour singing.  The words became 

clearer as I listened more intently: 

 

And opened the life-gate that all may go in: 

Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord!* 

 

I joined in - rather quietly.  Of course my neighbour was listening to 

“Songs of Praise”.  I recalled a cassette tape which I found in my 

mother‟s house after she died.  She had recorded editions of “Songs 

of Praise” and, in places, I can hear her joining in, too.  I can 

certainly hear her joining in with “To God be the glory”* - who 

could resist? 

 

“Songs of Praise” is one of our country‟s most wonderful T.V. 

programmes.  All over the country, in separate houses, people are 

singing together.  Even if you do not watch “Songs of Praise”, you 

should and you will.  Whenever you cannot, perhaps through illness, 

go to church, you can still access the joy of hymns and hymn-

singing through this very British programme.  Long may it last! 

 

* Hymn 463 in Hymns and Psalms 

   Go on.  Look it up and have a good sing! 
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NEWS FROM THE BIBLE SOCIETY 
REFUGEES IN AUSTRIA 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Of all the European Union countries, Austria is the one with the 
highest ratio of refugees to residents.*  An application for asylum 
can take anything between three and twelve years, with refugees 
desperately holding onto the hope that they will be allowed to stay 
in Austria legally.  The Bible Society distributes Scriptures to 
individuals, and through aid agencies, in minority languages as well 
as in English, French, Russian and German - to help refugees learn 
the national language of Austria.  Demand for free or subsidised 
Scriptures has increased dramatically and continues to grow - which 
is why the Bible Society of Austria is being supported by the wider 
Bible Society fellowship. 
 

*  BNP supporters need to absorb this fact.  They sometimes write 
and speak as if the universal refugee problem were concentrated in 
England, not even Britain or the UK, despite the party’s name.  
Most refugees simply cross the border with the country nearest to 
their own.  It is only because Austria has such a small population of 
its own that the number of refugees seems large. 
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A message from 
Roma Ross 

President of Darlington District Women’s Network 
 

Women’s Network is soon to be renamed 
METHODIST WOMEN IN BRITAIN 

(MWiB) 
 

How lovely it is to be able to write to you.  My second year as 
President will soon come to an end.  I have been blessed 
during this very busy time.  As I am writing this, I am thinking 
of all that has happened.  My executive team have been such 
a help and encouragement.  You have enabled me to reach 
out and achieve so much, equipping me with the power of the 
Spirit.  So many of you have been inspiring, letting me be 
myself and yet achieving far more than I thought would have 
been possible. 
 

Last year our District Project was Albania.  Together, we have 
managed to raise awareness of the problems and have been 
able to help, financially, Sister Imelda in her incredible work 
there.  I was so pleased that we had the opportunity to meet 
her and learn all about her work.  This year Yatton House in 
Great Ayton have become known to us through our home 
project.  They have opened their doors to us and have also 
served us coffees and lunches and by printing the District 
newsletter.  They are to be the musical entertainment at my 
President’s afternoon.  What a joy it is being able to share the 
love we have for our Lord Jesus with all we meet. 
 

I have especially enjoyed the times I have spent in fellowship 
with you all at Brockley Hall and Ministeracres.  Speakers and 
facilitators have been helpful and inspiring.  When I started 
out , I shared with you the hope that I would bring the joy  



17 

 
and love and enthusiasm of my faith in God.  One of my gifts 
is the ability to encourage others, to be positive and look to 
the future with great expectation.  I thank you all for your 
prayers and support and I believe we have a challenging time 
ahead of us.  Jill Baker, the first National President of 
Methodist Women in Britain (MWiB), is full of ideas and 
tireless energy, with many talents.  I will be with her in 
Johannesburg in August for the Seminar.  After the time 
there, I will be working in Cape Town with Rev. Romeo 
Pascal.  I am very excited about this.  Please pray for the 
Church in South Africa and the time I spend there.  My Vice-
President, Chris Spink, will be inducted as President on 
October 5th at Ferryhill Methodist Church.  Please pray for 
her and also for our continued growth and mission. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Roma 

 

********************************************** 
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THE LISTENER 

by Euan Stuart (aged 13) 
from Coracle, the quarterly magazine of the Iona Community 

 
 A child at the window. 
 His ears tuned 
 to the whisper of the sky. 
 
 ‘No more, I ask, please! 
 The poison hurts, 
 the smoke you feed me.’ 
 
 A child at the farm. 
 His ears tuned 
 to the murmur of the crops. 
 
 ‘Stop, stop, please listen! 
 The toxin aches, 
 the chemicals you bathe me with.’ 
 
 A child at the beach. 
 His ears tuned 
 to the mutter of the sea. 
 
 ‘Cease, please, I seek of you! 
 The venom burns, 
 the oil you coat me in.’ 
 
 The world cries in pain, the boy says. 
 But nobody bothers, nobody cares, 
 nobody listens. 
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EX-STUDENT TO BE NEW BISHOP 
 

The Very Reverend Justin Welby is to be the new Bishop of Durham. 
 

“Coming here means being part of a remarkable community  

grounded in history but always moving forwards,” said Rev Welby.   

He added, “Because of the heritage and strength of the area, to be a good  

Bishop here is about as challenging as it gets.” 
 

Justin Welby studied at Eton and as an undergraduate at Cambridge before 

coming to Cranmer Hall to study theology and become an Anglican priest.   
  

He spent the years in between graduation and ordination working in the oil 

industry, thus gaining experience of the so-called “real world”. 
 

Justin Welby is currently Dean of Liverpool and he hopes to bring his  

experiences working there to the industrial North-East. 
 

Of the North-East, Dean Welby said: “It is a part of the country which has 

had more than its fair share of hard times.  Yet, like Liverpool, it is full of 

fire and life and faith, and capable of attracting investment from all over the 

world because of the qualities of the people and the life here.” 
 

The Bishop of Jarrow, Bishop Mark Bryant, said he was delighted with the 

news.  Bishop Mark said: “Justin has always had a deep interest in and  

concern for the communities in which he has worked and I know that he 

will bring that to the North-East.” 
 

Rev. Godfrey Butland, an Anglican priest who has spent his entire ministry 

working in the diocese of Liverpool told the editor: “Justin is a man of deep 

faith and real integrity who has a rare gift for getting alongside people of 

different Christian traditions and other backgrounds. He has made an  

amazing contribution to the life of the cathedral and the diocese, and the 

cathedral has become – in the less than 4 years he has been Dean – a real 

centre for renewal and regeneration for both church and City. He seems at 

home as much in the informal gatherings for praise and worship as in the 

great diocesan and civic occasions. He has warmly encouraged „fresh  

expressions of church‟ and the mission statement he has given to the  

Cathedral is „a safe place to do risky things in Christ‟s service‟.” 
 

We, at Elvet, Bowburn and Shincliffe, welcome Rev Welby to Durham. 
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50% INCREASE IN UK PEOPLE FED  
BY CHARITY FOODBANKS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Restoring dignity, reviving hope 
 

61,000 people nationwide received emergency food 
handouts from Trussell Trust charity foodbanks in the 
last 12 months, 50% more than last year.  Foodbank 
recipients are not the homeless; they are low-income 
families who hit crisis: people who have been made 
redundant or people experiencing benefits delays.  
Foodbanks are opening at an unprecedented rate to 
meet the high demand for emergency food aid.  In 
2011, the Trussell Trust has launched a new foodbank 
every week and has now launched 100 in total. 
 
Executive Chairman of the Trussell Trust, Chris Mould, says: 
‘Since 2008 we’ve seen numbers fed by foodbanks increase 
by 136%.  Recession followed by high unemployment and  
rising food and fuel prices has had a huge impact.  Foodbank 
clients are faced with impossible choices between paying the 
rent and buying food.  Parents skip meals or consider crime 
to feed their children.  The shocking truth is that thousands 
are going hungry in their own homes in 21st century Britain. 
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He adds: ‘The good news is that more local churches and 
communities are becoming aware of the hunger on their 
doorsteps and, with our help, they are starting foodbanks to 
stop people going without food.’ 
 
21 new foodbanks providing a minimum of three days’ non-
perishable food to people in crisis have launched in2011 
alone.  Coventry Foodbank opened in January and has  
already fed over 800 people. Project Manager Gavin Kibble 
says: ‘We hugely underestimated the number of people in 
need of emergency food and have been shocked at the  
demand since opening.  In the last week alone, we have fed 
over 150 people.  The store room is almost bare.  We’ve had 
to do an urgent appeal for food donations to meet this  
unprecedented need.’ 
 
57% of children in poverty in the UK live in working house-
holds (statistics from the Joseph Rowntree Foundation).  
Many of those helped by foodbanks are in work or struggling 
after losing their job or business.  For Adrian and Kay, a  
couple both made redundant when Polestar Foods closed 
down in Okehampton, ‘The foodbank was a lifesaver.’  They 
received emergency food for their four-year-old daughter  
until redundancy pay came through. 
 
Trussell Trust foodbanks are run by local churches in partner-
ship with the local community.  All food given out is donated 
by local people and every person in receipt of a food parcel is 
referred by a frontline care professional such as a doctor or 
social worker.  The Trussell Trust estimates that numbers fed 
by foodbanks could swell to 500,000 by 2015. 
 
PTO 
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The latest statistics on households below average income are  
available at: 
http://statistics.dwp.gov.uk/asd/index.php?page=hbai 
 
¶ In 2008-2009 foodbanks fed 26,000 people nationwide; 

in 2009-2010 this figure leapt to almost 41,000 people; 
in 2010-2011 numbers have risen to 61,468 people 
(including over 20,000 children). 

 

¶ The Trussell Trust aims to launch 200 UK foodbanks by 

2013, feeding an estimated 144,000 people. 
 

¶ The latest foodbanks launched are in Camden Town, 

Fleet, Glasgow, Bedford and Neath. 
 

¶ In 2010-2012 foodbanks feeding over 3,000 people  

 included Salisbury foodbank, Highland foodbank,  
 Andover foodbank and Milton Keynes foodbank. 
 

¶ Clients are referred to foodbanks for a variety of reasons 

including redundancy, benefit delay, low income, ill 
health, domestic abuse, benefit reductions and debt.  
Food is donated by schools, churches, businesses and 
individuals in the local area and it is sorted by  

 volunteers. 
 

¶ Foodboxes contain three days of nutritionally balanced, 

non-perishable foods such as tinned fruit, vegetables, 
meat and fish as well as pasta, cereal, UHT milk,  

 sauces, tea, long-life juice. 
 

¶ Foodbank clients can receive a maximum of three food-

bank vouchers in a row (each voucher can be redeemed 
for at least three days food).  Clients can receive up to 
nine vouchers per year, although longer term support is 
available in exceptional circumstances. 
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¶ Currently 100 foodbanks have been launched nationwide 

and this number is growing rapidly.  Our vision is that 
every town should have a foodbank. 

 

¶ The foodbank network run by the Trussell Trust helps 

churches to launch foodbanks in their local communities.  
Foodbanks are operating from Cornwall to Inverness, 
with 23 projects in London so far.  Recession saw a 
huge increase in the number of foodbanks opening  

 nationally and in the number of people fed.  Despite the 
 ‘end’ of recession, many people are still being affected 
 by the economic downturn and are turning to foodbanks 
 for help. 
 

¶ The Trusselll Trust is a Christian charity working to bring 

hope and practical help to people in crisis in the UK and 
Bulgaria. 

 

The Trussell Trust, St Michael’s Community Centre,  
St Michael’s Road, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP2 9LE 
www.trusselltrust.org 
01722 411 244 
 

A registered charity 
 

===================================== 
 

A message from Rosemary Williams 
 
After consultations with the minister and the flower arrangers, 
there was general agreement that the flowers should be left in 
the church each week and not dismantled for distribution. In-
stead, about a quarter of the money given would be used to 
buy a plant or fresh flowers for the distributor to deliver when 
convenient. Of course, numerous displays of wedding flowers 
will need to be distributed as usual. A trial period will start on 
September 4th, 2011. 
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Contaminated soil, polluted rivers and forest destruction directly 

threaten the livelihoods of small-scale farmers. 
 

Climate change is having a devastating impact on the world’s poorest 

rural communities, but small miracles are taking place. This year, 

MRDF is helping small scale farmers in El Salvador, and across the 

world, renew their environment and reap a healthy harvest. 
 

A free Harvest Pack includes: 

* Real-life stories from El Salvador  

* Ready-to-use Harvest service and school assembly  

* Activities for children and young people  

* Colour posters  

* Gift aid envelopes 
 

The majority of the Harvest Pack can be downloaded from http://

www.mrdf.org.uk/pages/harvest_service.php You can also order a free 

hard copy, complete with gift aid envelopes and posters. 
 

http://www.mrdf.org.uk (Methodist Relief & Development Fund)  

 

NEW BRANCEPETH FLOWER FESTIVAL 

Do you giftaid your contributions to the church?  
If not, perhaps you should. 
 

Methodist Church claimed over £6m in Gift Aid last year 

 

 

 

 

A big thank you to all the Gift Aid secretaries without whose help we would 
not have been able to reclaim over £6million last year. 

The Connexional Team Finance Office is now implementing an improved 
system for processing the reclaim of tax. This will provide a better service 
and make repayments to churches more quickly. It will also facilitate the 
effective and timely reclaim of gift aid on donations to connexionally-held 
funds. 

A new database will process donations from individuals and churches and 
also assist in claiming gift aid on behalf of churches and circuits. 

The major change that Gift Aid secretaries will notice is that communica-
tion will be primarily by e-mail. 

Gift Aid declaration forms will be available from the Methodist website 
www.methodist.org.uk/giftaid and the annual returns will be sent out this 
month by email. We are hoping that the majority of the 4,500 secretaries 
will make their returns electronically, as this is quicker, more accurate, and 
more secure than using the post. 

From 6 April 2011, it is only possible to reclaim 25p in the £1, as the 

rate has been reduced from 28p in the £1. 
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ELVET COMMUNION COLLECTIONS   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 2011 ï St Cuthbertôs Hospice   
The Hospice opened in 1988 and provides day care and  
treatments for people with life-limiting illnesses, as well as  
giving support to their families.  A 10 bed In-Patient Unit opened 
in 2006 to provide specialist palliative care to people living in 
Durham, Chester le Street and Derwentside. 
 
August 2011 ï Church Benevolence Fund  
An emergency hardship fund for immediate distribution to needy 
cases within the Church and its community.  It is  
distributed at the discretion of the Minister. 
 
September 2011 ï The RNLI  
The RNLI has been rescuing people at sea since 1824. Today 
the volunteer lifeboat crews are on call 24 hours a day 365 days 
a year rescuing people up to 100 miles from the coast of the UK 
and the Republic of Ireland. In addition they now run a seasonal 
lifeguard service on a number of beaches round the coast. 
 
Thank you, once again for your generosity and support. 
We have contributed these amounts to the charities as listed  
below: 
 

March: St Margaretôs Centre, Ã104 
 

April: NEPACS, £119 
 

May: Christian Aid, £27.60p 
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cradle ROLL BIRTHDAYS 
 

July     1st Charlotte Hart (Elvet) 
 

August    5th Rhys Robbie Murphy (Bowburn) 

    Ethan Rooney (Elvet) 

    25th  Caitlin Brown (Bowburn) 
        

September      3rd Aaron Pickering (Elvet) 

   17th Joseph Dillon Cairns (Bowburn) 
 

  JUNIOR CHURCH,BIRTHDAYS 
 

jJuly   2nd Ryan Arce (Elvet) 

   4th  Joshua Bissell (Elvet) 

   5th  Alex Kelly (Elvet) 

   6th Alastair Phillips (Elvet) 
     

August    1st Milena Scales (Elvet) 

     2nd Vodie Dellapina (Bowburn) 

     7th  Courtney Tyler Holt (Bowburn) 

     8th Benjamin Bell (Bowburn) 

   17th Rebekah Lapham (Elvet) 

   27th Taviah Coburn (Elvet) 

   31st Nathan Russell Kelly (Elvet) 
 

September  10th Jack Evans (Elvet) 

   11th John Phillips (Elvet) 

   12th Ellis Jackson (Bowburn) 

    Skye Kelsey Hutchinson (Bowburn) 

   13th  Jenna Cave (Elvet) 

   23rd Charlotte Davison (Bowburn) 

   27th Christopher James Gray (Bowburn) 

   28th Matthew Powell (Elvet) 
 

Happy Birthday 
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THE WEEK IN BOWBURN  
 

Sundays  10.30am Morning Worship 

     and Sunday Club    

Tuesdays    9.00-11.30 am Coffee Morning (1st in month) 

     5.30 pm * Kid‟s Club  

     5.30 pm "Messy Church" (1st in month) 

Wednesdays    2.00 pm Women‟s Fellowship 

     (1st and 2nd in month only) 

   2 - 3 pm Prayer & Fellowship Meeting  

     last Weds of month. 

Thursdays  9.00 am * “Drop-in”  (All-age) 

     * term-time only 

 

THE WEEK AT ELVET 
 

Sun   8.30 a.m. Second Sunday, Holy Communion  

 10.45 a.m. Morning Service & Junior Church, including Crèche 

   6.00 p.m. Evening Worship   

   7.30 p.m. MethSoc (term-time) 
 

Mon   2.00 p.m. Prayer Meeting (2nd & 4th Mon) 

   6.00 p.m. Cubs (Open Group)  [Boys and Girls 8-10½] 

   7.30 p.m. Guides (Open Group)  [Girls 10-16]meets at St Gilesô 

   7.30 p.m. Explorers (Open Group)  [Mixed 14½ - 18] 

   7.45 p.m. Housegroup at Newton Hall (alternate weeks) 
 

Tue 10.15 a.m. Halliday Grove House Group (alternate weeks) 

   5.30 p.m. Beavers (Open Group)  [Boys and Girls 6-8] 

   7.10 p.m. Scouts (Open Group) [Boys and Girls 10½ - 14½]  
  

Wed   2.00 p.m. Women's Fellowship (1st & 3rd weeks) 
 

Thurs 10.00 a.m. Arts & Crafts Workshop 

   7.45 p.m. Thursday Club for All (alternate weeks) 

   7.45 p.m. Housegroup at Shincliffe (alternate weeks) 
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ELVET and BOWBURN METHODIST  CHURCHES 

Minister: 

 Rev Shaun Swithenbank BSc 

9 The Peth, Durham, DH1  4PZ.   

Tel: 384 8755 

University Chaplain: 

Rev. Julie Lunn,  BEd, MA 

52, The Avenue, Durham DH1 4EB 

Tel: 384 7950 
 
       

DONôT FORGET 

Copy for the October-November-December Newsletter  

should reach Jackie Fielding by  

August 28th 

via the pocket in the rear entrance hall at Elvet, 

by phone on Durham 384 7305  

or by e-mail at fielding@durhamcity.org.uk 

 

Alternatively, those at Shincliffe and Bowburn can contact 

Liz Atkinson on Durham 377 0687. 


