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A letter from our Minister
Dear Friends

Seeing beyond the horizon
Time sometimes seems to drag and at other times it just flies
by but, at the end of October when British summertime ends,
we get chance to ‘stretch’ the day to twenty five hours. Some
people see this as the chance to live an hour of our day (or
maybe more correctly night) again. According to Albert
Einstein, time stretches if you travel nearly as fast as the speed
of light (now there’s something to puzzle over!). As Christians
we should try to see the passing of time through God’s eyes,
and perhaps then we would rest easier knowing that God has
given a time and a season for everything. The writer of
Ecclesiastes puts it like this:
For everything there is a season, and a time for every
matter under heaven: …. He has made everything suitable
for its time; moreover he has put a sense of past and future
into their minds, yet they cannot find out what God has
done from the beginning to the end…… 1

Constantly looking behind us is a sure way to fall and, if we are
afraid of looking forward to the future, we may miss the
opportunities God offers for us to grow and mature in faith:
More importantly we may not see the people whom God wants
us to meet. So, can we see beyond the difficulties of today to
the possibilities of tomorrow? As this year’s Methodist
Conference asks … ‘Do we have a growth plan or an end of life
plan for our churches?’ This question will be uppermost in our
minds over the next few years as, alongside other churches, we

1

Ecclesiastes 3v1, & 11 (NRSV)
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look to the future in prayerful reflection and plan for the work
which needs to be done. As we try to find the best ways to
share the love of God in word and action, we need to find out
what are the challenges and changes facing our communities
and take the necessary steps to ensure that the real,
meaningful treasures of our faith are revealed in fresh new
ways.
The Venerable Bede lived his entire life in a Monastery in the
North East of England, yet with the eye of faith he travelled the
known world. A great scholar, without the aid of telephone,
television, newspapers or computers he wrote the history of the
English church. He saw beyond the limited vision of his own
knowledge:
“And life is eternal and love is immortal and death is only
an horizon and an horizon is nothing, save the limit of our
sight.
Lift us up strong Son of God, that we may see further.
Cleanse our eyes that we may see more clearly.
Draw us close to thyself that we may know ourselves
2
nearer to our beloved, who are with thee.”

God has put each of us in this space and time for a reason.
Together we are “the body of Christ” 3 and each of us is a
precious and important part of it. God knows each of us, loves
each of us and grants to each of us enough time to help others
see beyond this present horizon and so to discover again the
love of God in Christ here, now and eternally.

Shaun

2
3

St Bede c.673-735
1 Corinthians 12:27
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WORSHIP IN September
Bowburn
3rd

10.30 a.m.

Holy Communion –
Revd Andy Longe

10th

10.30 a.m.

Mrs Frances Proud

17th

10.30 a.m.

Readers’ Service

24th

10.30 a.m.

Mr Stuart Lawson

Elvet
3rd 10.45 a.m.
6.00 p.m.

Holy Communion Revd Shaun Swithenbank
Mr John Scott

10th

8.30 a.m. Holy Communion Revd Robert Fisher
10.45 a.m. Eco Group
Mr Bill Offler
6.00 p.m. Prof Mark Wilson

17th

10.45 a.m. Readers’ Service
6.00 p.m. Holy Communion Revd Shaun Swithenbank

24th

10.45 a.m. Harvest Festival and Parade
Revd Shaun Swithenbank
6.00 p.m. Revd Colin Jackson
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WORSHIP IN SEPTEMBER
Framwellgate Moor
3rd 10.30 a.m. Readers’ Service
10th 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion Revd Shaun Swithenbank
17th 10.30 a.m. Harvest Festival/Eco Group
Mr Bill Offler
24th 10.30 a.m. Mrs Margaret Wadge

North Road
3rd 10.45 a.m. Readers’ Service
10th 10.30 a.m. United Service at Elvet
17th 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion Revd Shaun Swithenbank
24th 10.30 a.m. Revd Ruth Crofton

For worship in October
and November,
please consult the plan or your own church notices.
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Garden Party in Framwellgate Moor
"All you need is .......................Faith and a team of energetic
tea ladies, sandwich and cake makers, pleasant waitresses
and a delightful garden setting. Sounds very English?
...........well indeed it was, especially the weather!
Following days of record breaking temperatures and
sunshine from dawn till dusk, we awoke to the crashing rolls
of thunder and torrential rainfall. It was June 21st 2017.
However, nothing could daunt the spirit of Eileen Maughan,
our Garden Hostess. The feast must go. "I am sure it will stay
dry," she insisted.
The gloom of the grey over-cast skies was soon dispelled with
the colour of a variety of sumptuous sandwiches, delicious
scones, beautifully decorated cupcakes, raspberry trifles and
a never ending flow of top-up 'cuppas'.
Even though there was a threat from a large drop of rain we
found our afternoon ended under blue skies and warm
sunshine. What a happy occasion we shared together and we
witnessed how faith can enable our hopes and beliefs to be
realised.
Thank you and may your fund raising target be met very soon
Have faith!
Contributed by a visitor from Carrville Methodist Church
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Join the Link
Dear Friends,
Oh dear! The last edition of The Link looked like a
Janet and John book, the print was so large! I do
apologise – and I’m trying to get this edition right.
A thought that I read recently. There are two sorts of
people: those who use the best china whenever they
can, until every last piece is broken – and those who
look after it carefully, only bringing it out for a really
special occasion. There was no mention of which kind
of person is better, but it made me wonder if I don’t
make enough people feel special enough. What do
you think?
Yours in Christ,

Jackie
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A Penny for Them
The first time I actually earned money for my thoughts was in a
Primitive Methodist Sunday School, in Cumberland, when I was
evacuated during the War. “Why was Herod angry when he heard
about Jesus?” the teacher had asked our class.
“Because he was jealous?” I offered.
‘Jealous’ seemed a good word at the time. I was nine. I used to
collect good words: zippy words I called them; words that had a ring
about them, a ‘hiss’, and ‘jealous’ had a decent hiss about it. That
zippy word would be the flavour of the week word for me, and I
would hang on the edge of our street gang discussions, waiting for a
suitable lull in what was being said, before tossing in my word. And
everybody would be impressed.
Words with character about them were always spilling out from talk
programmes on the wireless and I’d jot them down – didn’t always
spell them right, I found out later. Didn’t always understand them,
either.
Anyway, the chief leaders of the gang, with their limited vocabulary
were always stunned at my special word contributions, and they got
used, every time they were having a meeting, to leave a slot in it for
me.
Mind you, on a scale of one to ten, looking back, I’d be the first to
admit that ‘jealous’ as a word didn’t rate all that high. But bear in
mind that it was Sunday School and the teachers never dealt in long
words. The lessons were based around the simple choruses we sang.
One had something to do with rabbits running rampant in the fields
of corn. Envy, jealousy, malice and pride, and the like (Funny names
for rabbits I remember thinking at the time), and they had to be
‘rooted out’. Root them out, get them gone, all the little rabbits in
the field of corn. We’d sing. Envy, jealousy, malice and pride, they
must never in my heart abide. And we’d shush them, those pesky
rabbits, behind us, with our arms, with Duffy and me always
endeavouring to be standing in the front row, so our rabbit
contingent could the more easily be shooed to those sitting in the
rear. They’d have to sort out the epidemic as best they could? And
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Sadie White crying, because those alongside her in the back row
were shooing their surplus in her direction, she being on the end of
the line, and later complaining to her mother … and her mother
coming into Sunday School the following week to see the teacher
and ask if it was all right for her to sit on the front row sometimes? …
and Duffy saying he didn’t want her sitting next to him … And Sadie
bursting into tears again and running home.
Anyhow, I got sixpence for ‘jealous’ which wasn’t bad.
I hung on to it for a while – on to ‘jealous’ that is – seemed a shame
to let it go for sixpence.
A week later. “Why did Moses’ mother hide him in the bulrushes?”
“Because she was jealous?”
I guessed that being jealous wouldn’t be the prerogative of males
only!
But Miss had no sixpences that day.
The next Sunday. “Why did the big whale swallow Jonah?”
“The whale was jealous?”
No takers.
“Who was upset when the prodigal son returned home?”
“The fatted calf … It was jealous?”
Not impressed.
“Why was the prodigal son’s brother angry when his father killed the
fatted calf?”
“Because he was jealous?”
Jackpot. My second sixpence. Which only goes to show that
knowledge is only half the battle: persistence is the other half.
Naturally it went to my head. A whole shilling. At this rate I
reckoned I’d have enough money to buy a pair of new roller skates
by Christmas. I couldn’t wait.
The following Sunday. “Why -?”
“Because he was –“
“- I haven’t asked the question yet!”
“Then hurry up, will you?” I muttered through my teeth. “I haven’t
all day to hang about - just to pick up sixpence!”.

JN
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HOPE AND HUNGER, FOODBANKS AND THEOLOGY
“Who will take responsibility for feeding the hungry when the state is
broke and the churches are empty?” This was the provocative question
posed at a day conference held in Durham on 4th June.
The conference aimed to bring together lay and expert voices in religious,
academic and civil life to discuss the part played by foodbanks in meeting
local needs and the prospects for a sustainable food economy beyond
emergency provision. The discussions formed part of a larger project
called ‘Foodbanks and Theology’ funded by the William Leech Research
Group. The conference was organised by Dr Charles Pemberton who is
undertaking the research project at the Department of Theology and
Religion, Durham University. He is better known to me as Charlie, a fellow
volunteer at the former foodbank distribution point at North Road and
now at the Durham Drop-In based at Fram Well House. Charlie’s easy
manner in chatting to foodbank users and making them feel welcome and
comfortable has always impressed me.
I was surprised to learn that the first foodbank opened in the USA in 1967
and they have now become a permanent and institutionalised feature of
life for the working poor over there. In Europe, until recently, there was
little need for foodbanks because of extensive welfare systems in contrast
to the USA. However, the global rise in food prices since 2006 and the
financial crisis of 2007-8, accompanied by austerity measures has led to
the spread of foodbank use. Kayleigh Garthwaite in her 2016 book
‘Hunger Pains: life inside foodbank Britain’ puts this down to “static
incomes, rising living costs, low pay, fuel poverty, debt and other
complicated problems related to welfare reform”. Food charity is not new
in the UK. What is new is the organisation and shifting context of funding
as the welfare state becomes much more residual.
Foodbanks have been criticized for being “moral safety valves” which
alleviate the Government of its responsibilities, or an alternative view is
that
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they free workshy and unreliable people from the consequences of their
action. As one of the speakers, Andrew Williams, put it, foodbanks are at
“the nexus of wrestling with narratives of shame and care”. They are
often the last in a long line of uncaring encounters with the benefits
system. Which is why the Trussel Trust as a Christian organisation, and
provider of 400 foodbanks nationally, seeks to bring together
communities by providing compassionate, practical help with dignity.
Some foodbank users eventually become volunteers, and donors,
volunteers, clients and referrers are all part of the local community.
There are now 1,400 Trussell Trust distribution centres (27 in County
Durham) and 40,000 volunteers nationally, plus all the groups, churches
and individuals who regularly donate. Bev Anderson of the Trussell Trust
subtitled her talk “Christianity has consequences”. A natural consequence
of following Jesus is that we want to do some good in the world as a
response to God’s love for us.
As is the way of such conferences, the invited speakers threw up many
thought-provoking ideas, but it was the Closing Panel discussion “Beyond
Foodbanks” which was the most informative. Increasingly foodbanks are
partnering with professionals from other organisations to provide
advisors on debt, housing, energy saving (the Durham Drop In has
someone from npower every Monday), Holiday Food Clubs, Fuel Bank,
Clothes Bank (at Brandon) use of PC’s etc. The aim is to try and tailor help
to individual needs.
Niall Cooper, from Church Action on Poverty, stated that it is a national
disgrace that people going hungry is not seen as a political priority. It is
also a challenge for us all. “Churches pull people out of the river, but the
challenge is to go upstream and ask who is throwing them in in the first
place.”

Joan Portrey
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A SPECIAL HOUSEGROUP AND A SPECIAL GIFT
Not many people remember - or even know - that there was once a
very flourishing housegroup “belonging to Elvet” in the mid-1980s
and early 90s. What is more, it was an “inter-church” group, and the
members still talk about how they all enjoyed “Judith’s group” and
how good it was.
Originally there was a housegroup which met at the Wards’, but
when Barbara and Reg moved away this group disintegrated. Just
about the same time Judith and Jim James had come to live in
Durham, and Judith thought it was a good idea to start another
group.
So “Judith’s group” came into existence. The meeting place was the
James’ house in Claypath, in the living-room with (we all agreed) the
most beautiful view of Durham, where the members were treated to
tea and freshly-baked biscuits. (Judith’s meringues were famously
delicious!!)
Apart from Elvet members, like Meta Dunn, Jennifer Suggate, Hilary
Holroyd, Joanne Woods, Sadie Armitage and myself - and later
others - there were Perrin Hardy “from the Cathedral” and Corry
Fawcett and Paula Mackenzie, both Roman Catholic.
Because of the variety the discussions were always lively and
interesting, and we were not afraid to tackle difficult subjects.
Among the more memorable things we studied, apart from parts of
the Bible, were e.g. Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s “The Cost of Discipleship”;
Martin Smith’s “God of Surprises” and “The Word is Very Near You”;
John Taylor’s “The Go-Between God”; and Julian of Norwich.
Through all this we came to realise that Christianity is much more
than the Christmas and Easter stories.
At a certain moment we made a square for a “Banner with
courageous women” in honour of Linda Wisheart, a former Elvet
Pastoral Assistant, who had gone to Malawi to help, and was sending
letters about her experiences to the group. The banner travelled
from the Cathedral to Elvet and further afield.
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Before our summer recess we sometimes met up for lunch with
another “mixed group” which used to meet at Molly Corner’s in
North End.
On one occasion Judith managed to invite Sister Pamela, one of the
nuns from Tenter Terrace, to lead our group for a couple of sessions.
The nun was very gifted and the sessions were eye-openers which
we still talk about.
After Judith and Jim moved away - in order to do great work in
Malawi’s Blantyre Burns Hospital - the group folded. Perrin moved
to Cambridge and Corry went later to Beverley.
But before she moved away, as a sign of her gratitude for this
wonderful Housegroup, Corry donated to Elvet a stone dove, a sign
of the Holy Spirit.

In October 2016 Judith and Jim were visiting Durham and we hastily
arranged a coffee morning for old Housegroup members.
There were only four of us, but the memories flowed and we were as
lively as before.
Corry had died just a month earlier and I told the group that I had
sent a card with the story of the Housegroup and a photograph of
“Corry’s dove” to the family.
It was then that I discovered that even old members of the group did
not know about “Corry’s dove”. Did you?
It still hangs above the Prayerbook at the entrance to Elvet: a sign of
Peace and Christian unity.
Jeannette Bygate
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Autumn Encounters
a short seasonal programme with
the Iona Community
As Iona Abbey is closing for refurbishment, these weeks will be held
at the St Columba Hotel on the Isle of Iona.
Book online at www.stcolumba-hotel.co.uk or phone 01681 700 304

A representative from the Iona Community has welcomed the Hotel’s
offer to host the weeks and pointed out that holding these weeks
there will allow the Columba to offer longer employment contracts
to their workers, as well as contributing in other ways to the Island
economy.

21st – 28th October Walking into Winter.
Led by Jan Sutch Pickard, Joy Mead, and Ruth Burgess
As the seasons change and the year draws towards its close, what words and
images come to the forefront of our minds? How can we make creative use of
these - through storytelling, poetry, and writing – to help us shape our
journeys into winter? A week of conversation and collaboration with three
well-loved Wild Goose authors and Iona Community Members.
Jan Sutch Pickard is a poet, preacher and storyteller living on Mull. She is
former Warden of Iona Abbey, Vice President of the Methodist Conference,
and Ecumenical Accompanier. Her many books resources include A Pocket Full
of Crumbs, Walking Through Advent, and Between High and Low Water:
Sojourner Songs. She is also a frequent contributor to IBRA’s Fresh from the
Word daily reading series.
Joy Mead is a member of the Iona Community and the author of Glimpsed in
Passing, Walking Our Story, and A Way of Knowing. She leads creative writing
groups, and has been involved in development education and justice and
peace work.
Ruth Burgess is a member of the Iona Community and the author of Winter,
Moments of Our Nights and Days, and Saying Goodbye. She lives in Dunblane
and spends her retirement watching the antics of crows, writing, and
gardening.
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28th October – 4th November Stillness, Silence, and

Song.
Led by Alison Adam and Cara Riley
In the changing light and landscapes of autumn on Iona, come and experience
an unhurried week of mediation and song on this sacred island. There will be
space for stillness and reflection, time to roam, and room for encounter with
self and others, Creation and the Creator.

Alison Adam and Cara Riley are members of the Iona Community and have
regularly led weeks for the Community on Iona. Alison brings her gifts as a
song and worship leader who is passionate about the transformative power of
song and enabling folk to sing together. Cara is an accomplished facilitator
working with diverse groups and individuals, helping them to reflect on their
place and imagine new ways to move forward.
A gentle week to help you explore and connect with your own life journey.

4th – 11th November Cycles of Grace: Exploring the Ten

Beatitudes.
Led by Alastair McIntosh
The Beatitudes set out by Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount are the essence,
not just of the Christian faith, but of all faiths that are drawn from the wells of
love. How can we live well when the world seems graceless? What gifts from
the Beatitudes might wait for us to share? Under the expert guidance of
activist, author, and poet Alastair McIntosh we will reflect on ten Beatitudes
and on how we might complete the cycles of grace they set in motion.
Alastair McIntosh is an Associate of the Iona Community and an honorary
fellow in the School of Divinity at the University of Edinburgh. He is the author
of many books including Soil and Soul: People versus Corporate Power (Aurum),
Spiritual Activism: Leadership as Service (Green Books), and most recently,
Poacher’s Pilgrimage: an Island Journey (Birlinn).
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We have welcomed into the family of the Church
BY BAPTISM

16 July Halle GUY (Elvet)
BY BAPTISM AND CONFIRMATION

4 June Two KO (Elvet)
BY RECEPTION INTO MEMBERSHIP

4 June Two KO (Elvet)
and Dave MEIN (Elvet)
WEDDINGS
Every good wish to these happy couples married in our churches

1 July Darren Wingfield and Laura BARTON (Elvet)
4 Aug. Andrew KING and Emily WRIGHT (North Road)
12 Aug. Andrew BAKER and Nicola McCUDDEN (Elvet)
FUNERALS
Our condolences to the families and friends of those whose
funerals have been held at Elvet
5 July Carol McGINN
14 July Ian MACKAY
16 August Ruth ROBSON

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Cradle Roll Birthdays
September 27th Harrison David Rudd Wright (Elvet)
November 18th Ava Victoria Houston (Elvet)
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JUNIOR CHURCH BIRTHDAYS
September 10th Jack Evans (Elvet)
11th John Phillips (Elvet)
28th Matthew Powell (Elvet)
October
17th Oscar Scott (Elvet)
27th Poppy Thompson (Elvet)
31st Nathan Kelly (Elvet)
November 5th Thomas Churchill (Elvet)
7th Elizabeth Thompson (Elvet)
13th Sophia Bissell (Elvet)
ELVET ARTS AND CRAFTS GROUP
The Elvet Arts and Crafts Group meets on Thursday
mornings from 10.00 a.m. until noon in the upstairs room of
Elvet Church. This room is the lightest and brightest room
in the building and can be reached either by the staircase
or the lift so that anyone with mobility problems can get
there easily. Both men and women are invited to join.
We are a friendly group. When concentration is not
required we can be heard indulging in lively conversation.
The Artists are working as a self-help group and would
welcome any other painters, experienced or novice, who
would like to join them.
The Craft group covers the usual embroidery, knitting,
crochet, patchwork, card making and any other craft they
think might be interesting.
We have a nucleus of Elvet members but also others from
Durham and the surrounding area.
Come and see if this group is for you.
Helen Major
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Teddy Bears’ Picnic – North Road August 5th

“If you go down to the woods today you’d better not go
alone” runs the song. Fortunately, many teddy bears
accompanied their owners to our indoor picnic at North
Road. Probably the oldest bear there, borrowed by Brenda
from a friend, had a fascinating history. He was made from
sheep’s wool by German POW’s at Harperley Camp in World
War II. Other teddies had family stories attached and
“celebrity bear”, from Bavaria, has parachuted from the top
of Horsley Church Tower for charity. Annette brought along
her Prayer Bear and also the giant Cuddles, beloved by her
grandchildren.
Before getting down to the serious business of the picnic tea
(including delicious cakes and bakes from Terry and Brenda)
Joan told us about the origins of the first manufactured teddy
bears, named after President Theodore Roosevelt, and the
origins of Winnie the Pooh and Paddington. Ruth (Crofton)
related the tale of how Pooh got stuck in Rabbit’s front door
for a week, after eating too much honey and Terry told us
about Paddington and the Marmalade Maze. Always keep a
spare marmalade sandwich under your hat for emergencies!
There was a quiz about fictional bears, an opportunity to
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decorate teddy bear biscuits, a raffle with bear-themed
prizes and “guess the name of the bear” – a John Lewis Bear
in tweed jacket, collar and tie, supplied by Brenda, who now
goes by the name of “Willow” and was won by Annette.

Thank you to all who helped and supported this event in
many different ways, which raised £217 for church funds.
There were “lots of marvelous things to eat and wonderful
games to play” so I’m sure the teddies enjoyed themselves
too.
Joan Portrey

Thursday Club Programme
The Thursday Club meets at 7.30p.m. in the Elvet Upper Room.
It is open to all.
September 14th
Social Evening
September 28th

“Antarctica’s American Backyard” Euan Ross

October 12th

Elizabeth Gaskell Dick Watson

November 2nd

Craft Evening Viv Howe

November 23rd

Justice First Pete Lewinsky

December 7th

Christmas Festivities
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Smiling is infectious,

you catch it like the flu,
When someone smiled at me today,
I started smiling too.
I passed around the corner
and someone saw my grin.

When he smiled I realized
I'd passed it on to him.
I thought about that smile,
then I realized its worth.
A single smile, just like mine
could travel round the earth.
So, if you feel a smile begin,
don't leave it undetected.
Let's start an epidemic quick,
and get the world infected!







DRAW A SMILE HERE!







All Saints Newton Hall 50th Anniversary Celebrations
8th October
22nd October
29th October
12th November
26th November

Services start at 10.45a.m.
Revd Andrew Lunn
Revd Malcolm Mcnaughton
Revd Robert Lawrance
Revd Adam Wells
Revd David Pickering + Revd Caroline Dick
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ELVET COMMUNION COLLECTIONS

In the next few months we are collecting for:
September: Opasi School, Kenya
Horizon Junior Academy was set up in Opasi in 2013 with roughly 50
pupils. The school was originally started by two volunteer teachers.
Currently the school ranges from pre-school to standard three, handled
by four teachers. The aim is to provide quality education to the underprivileged and to become an efficient school that might be able to attract
the authorities’ consideration for support. The school asks for a very
small fee from parents to cater for the basic needs, but some cannot
even afford that. To us the sums involved may seem small: we (John
and Jeannette and party) bought 50 exercise books and 50 pencils for
them as presents, at a cost of about £8, but even that 'small sum' was
beyond their means!

October: Nightstop
Volunteer hosts provide somewhere to sleep so that vulnerable people
do not have to sleep on the streets. Hosts receive specialist training so
that they can provide a safe, clean and warm environment for the
vulnerable. They are inspiring people, essential to Nightstop. Nightstop
provides emergency accommodation for all sorts of vulnerable people,
but mainly for the young, those in the 16-25 age bracket. Nightstop then
works to provide longer term accommodation for those accommodated
under emergency conditions.

November: Royal British Legion
The Royal British Legion is a UK charity that provides financial, social
and emotional support to millions who have served and are currently
serving in the Armed Forces, and their dependents. They are one of the
UK's largest membership organizations and recognized as custodians of
Remembrance. and their families. Not just those who fought in the two
World Wars, but also They also run the annual Poppy Appeal. They help
serving and ex-Service personnel those involved in the many conflicts
since 1945 and those still fighting today. They provide welfare services,
campaign on a range of issues affecting Service people.
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Elvet Project 2017/18 – Mi Arca Project, Guatemala
The Global Care charity, based in Coventry, is working with Mi
Arca – a charity working with children living at high risk on the
streets and in the slums of Guatemala City.

Mi Arca have developed a mentoring programme for street
children which brings trained volunteer mentors alongside
individual children and young people on the streets, supporting
them to make better life choices and to enter, or re-enter,
education. A drop-in centre gives street children access to a
safe space during the day. There is, however, concern about
some of the children who are living in extremely damaging,
abusive environments. It has been heart-breaking to hear
children and young people disclose horrific stories of neglect,
rape and abuse and yet see them walk back into danger, as
staff have no place to keep children safe at night. Although Mi
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Arca is working closely with Guatemala’s local authorities, the
overwhelmed social services are unable to cope with the
numbers of children living at risk. Mi Arca are hoping to plug
this gap, and have secured a large building within Guatemala
City which is to be used as a short-term refuge for the most
vulnerable of the children in the mentoring programme,
providing a safe haven for those most at risk.
Mi Arca are also hoping to significantly increase numbers on
the mentoring programme, by training new volunteer mentors,
who make a weekly commitment to visiting a child for a
minimum of two years. They are currently in contact with over
250 street children every week, with 35 benefitting from the
mentoring programme. They would like to increase this
number by a further 25 children.
Global Care supports the children being mentored by bringing
them onto the child sponsorship programme.
Our Project activities aim to help to furnish the ‘safe house’ and
fund the training of volunteer mentors who are supporting these
vulnerable street children.
In January/February 2018 a group of people from Elvet will be
visiting Guatemala so that first-hand knowledge of the Project
can be gathered and information reported back to the Church
members.
John Scott (Project Co-ordinator & Global Care Trustee)
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The Methodist Insurance
Church Community Award 2017
Methodist Insurance has organised a competition to support and
champion the excellent work that Methodist churches are doing in
communities up and down the country.
Elvet Methodist Church has entered this competition in the hope of
raising up to £5,000.
The competition is open to all Methodist churches in the UK, wherever
they are, no matter how big or small. The judging panel will shortlist the
entries based on how innovative the community help has been, how
much community involvement there was and how easy the idea is for
other churches to copy.
The top prize is £5,000, with five runners-up receiving £1,000 each.
Entries must be received by 31st August, 2017 and entry forms can be
found on the Methodist Insurance website www.methodistinsurance.co.uk/church-community-award/index.aspx.
Entries to the competition can be sent by FREEPOST.
Churches are requested to send details of any project set up in the past
12 months that has helped their local community. It’s a great way of
sharing news about and ideas for community projects.
Winners will be invited to a special award-giving lunch at Methodist
Central Hall, Westminster on November 2nd this year.
Elvet Church treasurer, Bev Thompson, included ten or so photographs
with the application for funds and a list of all the Elvet Project results
from 1974 to 2017. In total, Elvet has raised £470,000 for external
charities in this time.
Here is his covering letter for the application.
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ELVET METHODIST CHURCH, DURHAM

Dear Sirs,
I have great pleasure in enclosing our entry into the Methodist Insurance
Church Community Award 2017.
In addition to completing the form and our detailed account of the year’s
activities, I have enclosed some of the photos from events during the
year, from Lunch Stop, Miners’ Gala and Murder Mystery. Sadly the
promotional photos are very small.
I thought it might also be of interest to include a record of results of our
projects over the past 44 years.
The target for this year’s charity, St Cuthberts’ Hospice, has already
passed the £20,000 mark, and we have a few weeks left before we
make the presentation after the end of August. We are hoping to actually
present the van, suitably adorned with ribbon, as soon as practically
possible in September.
Yours faithfully etc.
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THE WEEK AT FRAMWELLGATE MOOR
Sundays 10.30 am Morning Worship
Tuesdays 10.00 am Prayer Meeting
Thursdays 10 - 11am Dance Fusion
Framwellgate’s Church Hall is rented out during the week for exercise
classes.
Why not visit their website for details? - especially if you live in the area.
http://www.durhamdeernessmethodist.org.uk/wordpress/?page_id=236

THE WEEK IN BOWBURN
Sundays
Wednesdays
Thursdays

10.30 am Morning Worship
2 - 3 pm Prayer & Fellowship Meeting
last Weds of month.
9.00 am * “Drop-in”
5.30 pm * Brownies
(Contact: Karen Heron 07921377321)
7.15 pm * Guides
(Contact Rosalind [Ros] Waites 0191 377 9995)
* term-time only

http://www.durhamdeernessmethodist.org.uk/wordpress/?page_id=10

THE WEEK AT NORTH ROAD
Sun 10.30 am
Tues 10.00 - 1.30
Thurs 9.30 - 11.30
Sat
9.00- 10.15

Morning Worship
(fortnightly) Craftworks with Mannas light lunch
* Messy Mornings
(second Saturday) Coffee Morning
(third Saturday) Men’s Breakfast
* term-time only

http://www.northroadmethodist.org.uk/
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THE WEEK AT ELVET
Sun

8.30 a.m. Second Sunday, Holy Communion
10.45 a.m. Morning Service & Junior Church, including Crèche
2.00 p.m. Worship in Chinese (Mandarin and Cantonese)
6.00 p.m. Evening Worship
7.00 p.m. MethSoc (term-time)

Mon

2.00 p.m. Prayer Meeting (1st & 3rd Monday)
5.30 p.m. Rainbows (Girls 5-7 yrs.) at St. Oswald’s
5.45 p.m. Brownies (Girls 7-10 yrs) at St. Oswald’s
6.00 p.m. Cubs (Open Group) [Boys and Girls 8-10½ yrs.]
7.30 p.m. Guides (Girls 10-14 yrs.) at St. Oswald’s
7.30 p.m. Explorers (Open Group) [Mixed 14½-18 yrs.]

7.45 p.m. House Group at Newton Hall (alternate weeks)
This house group is moving to a new venue.
Contact the Webbs for details of the first meeting in September.
7.45 p.m. Shincliffe House Group (alternate weeks)
Rainbows, Brownies and Guides contact number 372 1786
Tue

10.15 a.m. Halliday Grove House Group (alternate weeks)
5.30 p.m. Beavers (Open Group) [Boys and Girls 6-8]
7.10 p.m. Scouts (Open Group) [Boys and Girls10½-14½]

Wed 12 noon
time)

Lunch Stop ALL welcome (roughly equates with term-

Thurs 10.00 a.m. Arts & Crafts Workshop
7.30 p.m. Thursday Club for All (alternate weeks)
http://www.elvet-church.org.uk/
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ELVET, NORTH ROAD, FRAMWELLGATE MOOR and
BOWBURN METHODIST CHURCHES
Ministers
Rev Shaun Swithenbank BSc
Tel: 340 9701
Rev Andy Longe
Tel: 384 1221
Deacon Annette Sharp
Tel: 373 7446

DON’T FORGET
Copy for the December - February magazine
should reach Jackie Fielding by

October 29th
via the pocket in the rear entrance hall at Elvet,
by phone on Durham 384 7305
or by e-mail at fielding@durhamcity.org.uk
Alternatively, those at Shincliffe and Bowburn can contact
Liz Atkinson on 01388 227316.
Those at North Road can contact Martin Wright
Those at Framwellgate Moor can contact Eileen Maughan.
eileenmaughan@yahoo.co.uk

