The Vetting and Barring scheme – latest briefing 
Criminal record checks 

Renewals for both lay and ordained, voluntary and paid staff

The Methodist Church policy is for CRB or Disclosure Scotland checks to be renewed every 5 years. All those who had Disclosure checks done before March 2004 should now be applying for renewals, both lay and ordained. It is for the Church councils, Circuit meetings, the District Councils/ DPC’s and those with Pastoral charge to ensure that this is done. 

All those in England and Wales who had Disclosure checks up to end of August 2004, including ministers should be applying for renewals before July 2009, see more explanation below. 
ISA/ ‘Vetting and Barring’ scheme (for England and Wales only) 

A timetable for the ‘go live’ date - 12th October 2009 **
The government departments concerned with the implementation of ‘Vetting and Barring’ scheme and the Independent Safeguarding Authority are still holding to the start date of 12th October 2009. Despite the fact that they are saying only new applicants should apply for the first year, they seem to accept that renewals of CRB checks then requiring ISA registration may also apply in that first year. There will be a window for the CRB and CAS switching the computer systems, new forms and also training staff. You will be notified with confirmation of this hiatus by June, but it is likely to be the whole of September at least, possibly also the latter half of August. Hence we are recommending that all renewals for the period including August 2009 are made by 24th July at the latest. Anyone applying after this date for renewals will need to await the new scheme. The programme must be kept to otherwise there will be a clogging of the system like we had in 2002 and 2003. New applications may continue to be made until 28th August. It is important that the ‘roll out of the new scheme is ‘gradual’.
Forms (for England and Wales only)

The current CRB forms will not be accepted by CAS after 28th August. The current CRB forms will not be issued after 24th June 2009. The new combined ISA/CRB forms will be issued from mid-July onwards.

Costs (for England and Wales only)

The combined CRB check and ISA registration is £64 for all paid staff. Presbyteral Ministers, Deacons, connexional staff and candidates for ministerial training will continue to have the fees paid from the Connexional budgets. Volunteers’ applications are still free.

CAS (for England and Wales only)

The Churches’ Agency for Safeguarding will continue as the registered body for both the CRB check, the ISA check and also for Disclosures and Membership of the vetting and barring scheme in Scotland. We do not have any firm dates for the Scotland scheme as yet.

Roles (for England and Wales only)

Fuller information on the church roles included in this scheme and other information including full FAQs will be on our web sites by end of April.  Also see: www.isa-gov.org.uk
A summary for easy reference: -
1. Renewals of CRB checks must be with CAS by 24th July 2009 (those originally obtained up to end of August 2004)
2. New workers applications must be with CAS by 28th August 2009.
3. Old CRB forms must not be requested after 24th June 2009 (only order what you need).
4. New combined CRB/ ISA forms will be available from mid-July (only new workers will be done at the start on 12th October 2009)
5. Old unused forms must be shredded after 28th August.

6. New CRB/ ISA registration forms may be sent in to CAS after 1st September 2009.

** The programme is dependent on the current ‘go live’ date staying at 12th October 2009. Once the new system is in place the old forms will not be accepted and this may incur an additional charge.
